The Spiritual Heart of Vail

WHY?
To secure the future of the Vail Interfaith Chapel as a spiritual and community
center for the Town of Vail and the Valley Valley by improving the building’s
structural and aesthetic integrity now and for the next 25 – 50 years.

What is the role of a church in any community? Why did our forefathers build the Vail
Interfaith Chapel?
- To provide a place of worship that can be shared by several religious
congregations to alleviate the cost of maintaining separate buildings
- To be a welcoming spiritual center for the Town of Vail to all, regardless of race,
creed, or income
- To provide shelter for those in need
- As a community center for various non-religious nonprofits and community
groups to meet and hold events
Our Chapel is a place of solace, acceptance, community outreach, worship,
peace, joy, life and forgiveness where we share life, death, pain, agony, food,
shelter, wealth, sorrow, stories, and happiness.
19 Vail Road, Vail, CO 81657 • www.vailchapel.com • (970) 476-3347 • admin@vailchapel.com

The Vail interfaith Chapel Ministry Center is the location of many meetings of Vail
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA). Meetings began in the lower level of the Vail Chapel
sometime around the mid 1970’s. Initially, AA began in Vail in 1969 at the request of
Dr. Tom Steinberg. Rev. Don Simonton, the Vail Religious Foundation Board and the
community welcomed the five-year-old program for its weekly meeting.
First Lady Betty Ford often and regularly attended meetings along with 60 others in
the Chapel’s lower level meeting room. The group now meets in the Ministry Center
with scores of members daily, weekly and annually.
Most of us know of someone, somewhere that has a drinking problem. Sponsored
by the Vail Religious Foundation, Vail’s AA program is a life-saving asset to the
residents and guests of the Town of Vail and the Vail Valley. Participants, both
regular and new, attend 14 meetings per week at the Vail Interfaith Chapel.
www.vailalcoholicsanonymous.com
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The Vail Symposium has been fortunate to present many of our programs over the
past two years at the Vail Chapel. As attendance grew and started to double we
searched for a larger venue - one of the first things that drew us to the Vail Chapel.
Once we started hosting our programs we realized what an amazing venue it truly
is - the atmosphere warm and beautiful, the acoustics and sound system top
notch. Our speakers are always surprised and impressed when they come in the
door. To have all of this in the heart of Vail is icing on the cake. We look forward
to hosting many future programs at the Vail Chapel.
https://vailsymposium.org

Thank you so very much for letting Alpine Counseling Center to use the
Vail Interfaith Chapel to hold our Level II DUI classes. We cannot do this
without the use the lower meeting room for our meetings each week. By
donating the space, it allowed us to provide life-changing therapies for
Eagle County’s 5th Judicial clients.
Our clients live and work in the Vail valley and many did not have the
option to drive or leave Vail because of lost driving privileges or other
issues. Use of this space is a crucial component in helping people build
better, more sustainable lives.
Vail Interfaith Chapel is an incredible and beautiful resource for the
community and we hope it can be a place of healing and solace for
generations to come.
www.alpinespringscounseling.com

Bravo! Vail Festival expresses our most sincere gratitude to the Board and Staff of
the Vail Interfaith Chapel and the Vail Religious Foundation, for their steadfast
partnership over the last two decades. The Vail Interfaith Chapel has been an
amazing partner to our Festival, hosting dozens of chamber music concerts for our
shared community, which are always free and open to the public, as well as
hosting rehearsals and - in 2020 - virtual events. Producing a world-class classical
music festival in the Colorado Rocky Mountains would simply not be possible
without strong community partnerships, and the Vail Interfaith Chapel epitomizes
the spirit of that collaboration. Thank you!!
www.bravovail.org
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Community/Feasibility Survey Results
With the help of Intercept Insights, a local market research company, in June and July, 2020 we
surveyed nearly 300 residents, second homeowners and guests located Valley wide, male and female,
from single to families to divorcees and empty nesters, and ranging from 18 to 80+ years old.

•

93% agree that: “The Vail Interfaith Chapel is an important element in contributing
to the quality of life in Vail and the Vail Valley.“

•

95% agree that: “The Vail Interfaith Chapel building should be maintained and
repaired to continue its existence in the Town of Vail.“

•

95% agree that: “The community of Vail and the Vail Valley should have a religious
center for those of faith, even if you are not.”

•

74% feel it is important to regularly maintain the Vail Interfaith Chapel.

Published by the Pew Research Center November 15, 2019.
https://www.pewforum.org/2019/11/15/americans-have-positive-views-about-religions-role-in-society-but-want-it-out-of-politics/
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